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Just Some Things to See and Do 

 Immerse yourself at the Spa in Hot Springs. 

 Take a raft or float trip down the French Broad 
River, third oldest river in America. 

 Fish in the rich trout streams, including the 
stocked Laurel River just outside of Bear River 
Lodge. 

 Take the “Handmade in America” tours and 
visit local craftsmen at work. 

 Hike along wandering trails. We are two miles 
from the Appalachian Trail and half a mile from 
the Laurel River trail. 

 Wander small towns or immerse yourself in 
Asheville (the “Paris of the South”). 

 Experience the majesty of Madison County, the 
“Jewel of the Blue Ridge”. 

 Drive the scenic Blue Ridge Parkway. 

 Visit the largest house in America, “The 
Biltmore Mansion in Asheville. 

 Go to Asheville’s Grove Park Arcade, an art 
deco shopping experience. 

RiverDance provides a captivating blend of 
elements from a traditional Vacation Rental and an 
upscale B and B.   
 
As our guests, nestled on a quiet  
mountainside, high above the river, you will find 
your home away from home. Experience the 
outdoors at its best, by day or night, from our 
Carolina porch with its barn board fireplace  Relax 
in front of the fire in an inviting great room, and 
rest comfortably in your private quarters. 
 
RiverDance is located in Madison County, North 
Carolina within minutes of Fly Fishing, River 
Rafting, the Appalachian Trail and the spa town of 
Hot Springs. We are 45 minutes from Asheville, 
home of the Biltmore Mansion (the largest private 
home in America). Asheville is an eclectic mix of 
new and old, slightly funky with an incredible 
diversity of crafts, dining and sights to remember.  
 

 
 

View of RiverDance From Across the 
Gorge 

 
RiverDance is our full time home, so you have the 
benefit of just reserving the number of bedrooms 
you need. You don’t have to pay for the whole 
house. Your privacy is strictly respected with 
private entrances to both suites of rooms. 

http://www.riverdancenc.com/


RiverDance is outdoor living at its best. Sit on the Carolina Porch and listen to the Big Laurel dance in the 
background. Take a look at our 300 foot gorge from the back deck and watch the hawks soar. If you’re into 
hiking, the local roads here at Bear River Lodge provide many scenic vistas and the River Road is just right for 
that slow ramble. We are half a mile from the head of the Laurel Trail and two miles from the Appalachian 
Trial. Hot Springs, which is 5 miles away, is the only place on the Appalachian Trail where it runs down the 
main street of town before it shoots over the French Broad River Bridge.  

 
 
The Carolina Porch with its outdoor 
fireplace provides a great place to rest and 
socialize after a day in the mountains. 

 

 
 

And it’s a perfect place to “set a spell”, 
enjoy the beauty of the surrounding 
mountains, and listen to the river below 
roar over the rocks. 

 
 

Listen to the river dance from our back 
deck. On a moonlit night or sunny 
morning you can see the light sparkling 
and “dancing” off the river. Sometimes 
the mountains seem close enough to reach 
out and touch. 

 
 

 

 
The Big Laurel provides a great setting for 
RiverDance. A quiet walk along its banks 
is a great way to start or end the day.      



 
The inside of RiverDance is a perfect complement to the beauty of the mountains. RiverDance is a Hybrid 
TimberFrame made out of Douglas Fir from the Pacific Northwest. Every morning we wake up and are 
amazed that we really live here. We have reached out to local artisans and are making RiverDance a showcase 
of their works from the Arts and Crafts style fireplace to the twig style coffee table. 

 

 
 

A fully equipped kitchen is available for 
your needs. You are also welcome to use 
the laundry facilities, the outdoor porches 
and decks and access to WiFi. 

 

 
 

Our TimberFrame Marvel 

 
 

Our Private Guest Entrance is at your 
disposal 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Come and Sit a Spell 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Enter Tree Tops by way of the heavy timber stairs. There you will find two spacious bedrooms a full bath and 
a sitting area with a comfy leather couch and TV.  The  Hickory bedroom has two twin beds, while the Beech 
bedroom has a queen Sleigh bed with a full sleeper sofa. 
   
Access River Rock from your own private entrance. This inviting living space also provides two sleeping areas 
and a full bath. The Laurel bedroom has a Antique queen  bed while the Hemlock room has a kitchenette, 
media area with big screen TV and sleeps two comfortably.  
 

 
 
The River Rock room provides 
handicapped access and big views.  

 

 
 
The Beech Room in Tree Tops with its 
Queen Sleigh bed and view of the River. 
 
We have had a number of family groups find 
RiverDance to be an ideal place for a family get 
together. Whether it's a family gathering, a special 
event, a get away weekend, experiencing the great 
outdoors or just relaxing, RiverDance has it all. 

 
 

 
 

Our latest addition is an Arts and Crafts 
fireplace mantle created by Lee Walker, 
whose last project was the front door at 

the 2009 DIY Blog Cabin 
 
 

 
 
   The Timber Stairs climb up to Tree Tops 



  

 
 

Map to RiverDance 

 

Directions: Take the US 25/70 exit N from I26 W and follow it 19 miles until you go onto NC 
208. Follow that 1 mile until you reach the entrance of Bear River Lodge, home of RiverDance. 
Turn on the paved road to the right of the lodge and go on until you turn onto Deer Leap. 
 

Our journey to the breathtaking mountains of the Carolina’s began eight years ago, and it is 
a dream come true.  It was time to get away from the cold and fast pace of the Mid-West and 
create our year round Timber Frame home. We live in RiverDance full-time and are looking 
forward to having you as our guest. The idea from the start was to share RiverDance with 
others who want to venture out and explore all that Western North Carolina has to offer.  

 
Your Hosts 

Callie and Dave Wellendorf 
(847) 809-3098 or email  wellendorfcallie@yahoo.com  

 

 
If you are ever headed to the SW side of Michigan for vacation, please take a look at our 
original vacation rental, Cottage in the Woods, a great place to spend a wonderful beach 
vacation on Lake Michigan,  http://www.homeaway.com/vacation-rental/p180136. 

mailto:wellendorfcallie@yahoo.com
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